
JambaLAya KidLit Conference
March 11, 2017 ~ 8am – 5pm

4521 St. Charles Ave., New Orleans, LA 70115

CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS
ICEBREAKER ~ Friday, March 10 
KidLit Social Night at The Columns Hotel, 5pm

KEYNOTE, CONVERSATIONS & WORKSHOPS
Learn the art of crafting words for kids with 
featured speakers Cheryl Klein, Angie Thomas, 
Whitney Stewart and more. 

MANUSCRIPT &  PORTFOLIO CRITIQUES
Sat., March 11, 9am-5pm
Faculty Critiques: $40 
Register for the conference by Tues. January 31, 
in order to sign up for a manuscript critique. See 
“Manuscript Critique Info” for deadlines.

PORTFOLIO SHOWCASE
Sat., March 11, 9am-4pm
No fee; see “Portfolio Showcase” section for details
and tips on compiling a portfolio.

FIRST PAGE/FIRST LOOK PANEL
Sat., March 11. No fee to participate. Manuscripts 
and digital images of illustrations must be
received by email by February 15, 2017. Refer to 
“First Look” Writing Guidelines for details.

BOOKSTORE SALES
Octavia Books is open for cash and credit card 
purchases for book sales. SCBWI PAL members 
(authors & illustrators) attending conference may 
sell one book title through Octavia. Self-published 
FULL SCBWI members may sell one title but must 
handle own book sales. For PAL members, contact 
Gary Alipio garyalipio@gmail.com with title & 
ISBN by Mon., February 13, 2017.

SATURDAY DINNER & SOCIAL (Optional)
Be sure to register for the Seafood dinner ($35) at 
Superior Seafood after the conference on Saturday.

LODGING & MEALS
Registration fee includes breakfast muffins, hot
lunch with vegetarian choices, afternoon snack, 
and door prizes. Rooms at the Hampton Inn have 
been reserved at a reduced rate, located a short 
streetcar ride down the historic St. Charles Avenue. 
Address: 3626 St. Charles Ave, NOLA 70115. 
Conference rate: $199 per night (two-night 
minimum). To book a room, use the Hotel Link on 
Registration page or call 504.899.9990. 
Rooms held under “Society of Children’s Book 
Writers and Illustrators” or Group Code: KID 
Conference rate available until February 8, 2017.

Banner by Sarah Gramelspacher ©2016



JambaLAya Conference Faculty

Cheryl B. Klein (Keynote Speaker) is the new editorial director for Lee & Low Books,  
the largest multicultural children’s book publisher in the U.S. Formerly with Arthur A. 
Levine Books/Scholastic, Cheryl’s titles include the New York Times best selling 
Shadowshaper, by Daniel José Older; A Curse Dark as Gold by Elizabeth C. Bunce, 
winner of the William C. Morris Award for a YA Debut Novel; The Nazi Hunters: How a 
Team of Spies and Survivors Captured the World’s Most Notorious Nazi by Neal 
Bascomb, winner of the YALSA Award for Excellence in Nonfiction; KingBaby by Kate 
Beaton; Marcelo in the Real World by Francisco X. Stork; and The Great Greene Heist 
by Varian Johnson. Cheryl herself is author of The Magic Words: Writing Great Books 
for Children and Young Adults, and its earlier self-published incarnation, Second Sight. 
Follow Cheryl: cherylklein.com and on Twitter: @chavelaque

Angie Thomas, debut YA author of The Hate U Give (Balzer + Bray/Harper Collins June 
2017) will speak at JambaLAya Kidlit Conference 2017. Her book was inspired by the 
Black Lives Matter movement and has generated a ton of buzz. “What an accomplished 
debut,” said Donna Bray in PW. “[Thomas] painted a picture of this girl, this family, and 
this community in such an authentic way that I rarely see in YA literature.” The Hate 
U Give had a very competitive auction, with 13 publishing houses vying for it. Balzer 
+ Bray ultimately won the title. Amandla Stenberg is set to star in an upcoming movie 
adaptation. The Hate U Give comes out Feb. 28, 2017. Follow Angie: angiethomas.com 
and on Twitter: @acthomasbooks

Whitney Stewart (children’s book fiction and nonfiction author) published her first 
award-winning biography after interviewing the Dalai Lama in India. She trekked with 
Sir Edmund Hillary in Nepal, interviewed Aung San Suu Kyi in Burma, and traveled 
to China to write about Deng Xiaoping and Mao Zedong. She is the author of three 
middle-grade novels and multiple nonfiction books, including Who Was Walt Disney? 
Stewart’s most recent picture books are A Catfish Tale, a bayou retelling of Grimms’ 
Fisherman and His Wife, and Meditation is an Open Sky: Mindfulness for Kids (both 
from Albert Whitman). Learn more about Whitney Stewart and her forthcoming books 
here: whitneystewart.com and on Twitter at: @whitneystewart2

Nina Kooij is the Editor in Chief of Pelican Publishing Company, Inc., in Gretna, 
Louisiana. She edits picture books, middle-grade and YA novels, adult biographies 
and histories, cookbooks, and music and art books. She has worked with many New 
Orleans luminaries, including Leah Chase and John Besh, Errol and Peggy Scott 
Laborde, and Richard Campanella. Her children’s authors include Johnette Downing, 
Dianne de Las Casas, Jim Harris, and the late Mary Alice Fontenot and James Rice. 
She estimates that she has edited over 230 picture books in her career. 
Follow Pelican Publishing at: pelicanpub.com and on Twitter: @PelicanPub
Pelican Publishing Company, established in 1926, enjoys national recognition as a 
medium-sized company with a backlist of over 2,500 titles and fifty to sixty new titles 
produced yearly. 

Manuscript & Portfolio Critiques are limited. Register Today: bit.ly/JambaLAyaKidLit2017



JambaLAya Conference Faculty

Kevin Johnson is the Art Director at Pelican Publishing Company. Kevin will judge the 
portfolio showcase and conduct a limited number of portfolio consultations that can 
be optioned at registration. Before being named Art Director at Pelican, Kevin spent 
many years working for local, national and international clients as a graphic designer 
at Magnolia Marketing Company in New Orleans, The Slidell Sentry News and 
Hammond Daily Star. He has also self-published comic books and is currently 
publishing his music magazine called SONIC BOOM! MAGAZINE. Kevin is publisher, 
writer, photographer, and graphic designer for the magazine. He has appeared at 
several comic-book and science-fiction conventions across southern Louisiana. He 
now lives in Metairie. Follow Pelican Publishing at: pelicanpub.com and on Twitter: 
@PelicanPub

Carrel Muller is teacher, librarian and author. She served as Louisiana’s Regional 
Advisor of the Society of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators for over twenty years 
She has published both fiction and nonfiction in magazines for children and adults. 
Her story “Thornbush,” which appeared in Cricket magazine, won the SCBWI National 
Magazine Merit Honor award for fiction. She taught Writing Children’s Literature at 
the University of New Orleans Metro College for many years. A librarian for over 
twenty years, she is at present the Lower School Librarian at the Academy of the 
Sacred Heart in New Orleans. She has been a presenter at many conferences, specifi-
cally related to topics of Fairytales, Folktales and fractured Fairytales.

Catherine Frank started as an editorial assistant at Viking Children’s Books, a 
division of what is now Penguin Random House, just two weeks out of college. She 
spent more than a decade with Viking, rising through the ranks to become 
Executive Editor. After eleven years of living in Brooklyn and working in Manhattan, 
she returned to New Orleans with her family. She now is a freelance editor at 
Catherine Frank Editorial Services. Catherine edited award-winning fiction and 
nonfiction children’s books ranging in format from board books to novelties and 
picture books to young adult fiction. Books acquired and edited by her have received 
awards and honors including: The Boston Globe Horn Book Award, the Golden Kite 
Award, the Charlotte Zolotow Award, the New York Times Best Illustrated Award. 
She actively works with authors, agents, packagers, app developers, and publishers 
ranging from small presses to the largest trade houses. 
Visit Catherine at: editedbycatherine.com  and on Twitter: @CatherineSFrank

SCBWI JambaLAya Conference Contacts
Cheryl Mathis, Regional Advisor, Registration & First Page   .  .  .  .  louisianamississippi-ra@scbwi.org 
Sarah Campbell, ARA & Manuscript Critiques    .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   louisianamississippi-ara@scbwi.org
Virginia Howard, Portfolio Critiques & Showcase .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  louisianamississippi-ic@scbwi.org
Gary Alipio, Conference Coordinator & Bookstore Sales.   .   .   .   .   .   garyalipio@gmail.com
Cover illustration by Sarah Gramelspacher; see her artwork at   .  .  www.thepishposh.com

Please do not hesitate to contact the appropriate chair if you have a question concerning the conference.



Friday, March 10 ~ 5–7 pm
KidLit Social Night on the Veranda at The Columns Hotel on St. Charles Avenue in New Orleans. This is a casual 
meetup with a cash bar. Reservations for this night are not required. However, as a courtesy please email Regional 
Advisor Cheryl Mathis if you plan on attending. (louisianamississippi-ra@scbwi.org)

Saturday, March 11 ~ 8:00 am–5 pm
JambaLAya Kidlit Conference at the Academy of Sacred Heart Rosary Campus on historic St. Charles Ave. in NOLA.

Conference Sessions include:
Cheryl Klein: Keynote address, a revision workshop and First Pages Session with Executive Editor and Author 
from Arthur Levine/Scholastic – “THE MAGIC WORDS”
Angela Thomas: Conversation with YA debut author – “THE HATE U GIVE” (Balser + Bray 2017)
Whitney Stewart: Workshop by children’s book author (picture book & nonfiction writer)
Carrel Muller: Workshop on fractured fairytales and folklore(writer, librarian & RAE of La/Ms-SCBWI, winner of 
the SCBWI Magazine Merit Award for her story in Cricket  Magazine) 

Face-to-face Critiques:
A limited number of 12-minute, one-on-one consultations are available from Executive Editor Cheryl Klein, as well 
as guest Pelican Publishing Editor-in-Chief Nina Kooij, and guest Freelance Editor Catherine Frank. 
Portfolio consultations are also available from Kevin Johnson, Art Director at Pelican Publishing. 
(Additional $40 fee for each). These fill up FAST … so register today.

Lunch is included:
Jambalaya (of course) with both meatless and meatful choices, french bread, chips, salad and beverages. Also, coffee 
and muffins will be available for breakfast at registration; and a mid-afternoon snack provided.

Extra! Dinner with the Presenters – 5:30 pm (optional, see below)
Dinner with the presenters at Superior Seafood Restaurant, directly across the street from the conference venue. 
This is a separate $35 fee for attending with a cash bar. 

JAMBALAYA SCHEDULE QUICK REFERENCE

POST CONFERENCE SOCIAL (Optional)
(Attendance optional ~ with additional fee; ASH Students may purchase with parent/guardian supervision)

SUPERIOR SEAFOOD DINNER ~ $35
4338 St. Charles Avenue New Orleans, LA

Saturday, March 11, 2017 beginning at 6 pm Cash Bar 5:30 pm

MENU:
Iced Tea or Soft Drink

Sensation Salad* OR Soup (Bisque or Gumbo)
Entrée Choice of 1: Shrimp & Grits, Blackened Catfish Napoleon**, Tchoupitoulas Chicken** or Vegetable Risotto*

Dessert Choice of 1 of the following: Bread Pudding or Profiteroles
*Designates Vegetarian/Gluten Free Items

**Designates Gluten Free (or easily modified to be) Items
Menu will note for all guests with allergies/dietary restrictions to consult with service staff prior to ordering.

(FEE: $35 Dinner Price IS Inclusive of tax/gratuity) 
Alcohol Service on Consumption Full Bar Menu Offerings – separate tabs established by each guest for orders.

Questions? Contact/email RA Cheryl Mathis, louisianamississippi-ra@scbwi.org



DIVERSITY SCHOLARSHIP
Winner of the Diversity Scholarship will receive Registration and Lunch for the 2017 JambaLAya Kidlit Conference 
and a travel stipend (to be determined by distance traveled). The winner will also be introduced at the Conference.

Eligibility:
Any writer from a diverse background as defined in the Diversity Statement below. The writer must be a current 
resident of Louisiana or Mississippi. This includes any student enrolled at a Louisiana or Mississippi college or uni-
versity. The submission must be from an original work written in English for young readers and may not be under 
contract. The applicant must be over 18, be unpublished (self-published is not considered published for this schol-
arship), and should not yet have representation by an agent.

Guidelines & Deadline:
The winner will be announced January 31, 2017. All applications will be accepted via e-mail only between 
November 1 and January 21, 2017 by email: louisianamississippi@scbwi.org and must include:

In the reference line: DIVERSITY SCHOLARSHIP
In the body of the e-mail:
1. An autobiographical statement and career summary in less than 250 words.
2. Why your work will bring forward an underrepresented voice in less than 250 words.
3. A synopsis of your manuscript in less than 250 words. 

Attached to the e-mail:
A PDF, DOC or DOCX in a clear 12-point font, double-spaced, of the first five pages or, if a picture book, the entire 
text. Any submission which does not comply with these guidelines will be disqualified.

Diversity Statement
SCBWI-Louisiana/Mississippi embraces all voices and unites in the common cause of fostering a world where all 
children can see themselves in the pages of a book. Our region adopts the definition of diversity used by the We 
Need Diverse Books movement: We recognize all diverse experiences, including (but not limited to) LGBTQIA, peo-
ple of color, gender diversity, people with disabilities*, and ethnic, cultural, and religious minorities.
*We subscribe to a broad definition of disability, which includes but is not limited to physical, sensory, cognitive, 
intellectual, or developmental disabilities, chronic conditions, and mental illnesses (this may also include addiction). 
Furthermore, we subscribe to a social model of disability, which presents disability as created by barriers in the social 
environment, due to lack of equal access, stereotyping, and other forms of marginalization.

“FIRST LOOK” PAGE
We will have a “First Look” Session at the Conference where a reader will read the “First Page” Submissions to 
Executive Editor and Author, Cheryl Klein from Arthur Levine/Scholastic. The submissions will be anonymous and 
can be submitted by anyone registered for the conference. Cheryl Klein will give her impressions from hearing the 
reading. If you have a face-to-face critique with Cheryl Klein, you may submit from another work.

PLEASE READ THESE GUIDELINES: 

PAGE FORMAT:  One Page 1” Margins 
GENRE LISTED IN UPPER RIGHT:  Picture Book ~ Easy Reader Chapter Book ~ Middle Grade ~ Young Adult
WORDS:  Maximum of 200 words; must send in complete sentences, adjust accordingly

SUBMISSION: email RA Cheryl Mathis at louisianamississippi-ra@scbwi.org by midnight February 15, 2017. 
Put FIRST LOOK in the subject line.

We WILL EXCLUDE submissions that fail to follow these guidelines.



MANUSCRIPT CRITIQUES
One-on-one critique sessions last 12 minutes. We cannot reschedule a missed appointment. To ensure a successful 
critique, see HOW TO MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR CRITIQUE TIME below.

Manuscript Critiques are for conference registrants only and are on a first-come, first-served basis. You may 
register for one critique with Conference Staff listed below. If you are an author/ illustrator, you may submit a 
manuscript in addition to your portfolio critique session. You are responsible for determining the format of the 
manuscript to submit based on the request of the person doing the critique.

Fees for Critiques are $40 

REGISTRATION: You MUST register for the conference AND the critique before submitting.
DEADLINE:     ALL MANUSCRIPT CRITIQUES HAVE A SUBMISSION DEADLINE OF JANUARY 31, 2017.                 

Emails must be sent by midnight; printed manuscripts must be postmarked by January 31st. You are responsible 
for determining the format of the manuscript to submit based on the request of the critiquer: Cheryl Klein and 
Catherine Frank will accept email submissions only. Nina Kooij will accept mailed printed submissions only. 
Portfolios, of course, are to be brought to the conference. Details below.

SEND TO: ALL printed manuscripts are to be sent to SCBWI-La/Ms, P.O. Box 6501, Metairie, LA 70009.
                      ALL email manuscripts are to be sent to the region at:  louisianamississippi@scbwi.org.

For the Subject Line: Last name critiquer. Your Last Name.First Name
Example: Klein.Mathis.Cheryl

PLEASE DOUBLE CHECK THIS LIST BEFORE SUBMITTING YOUR WORK.

1) One piece of up to 10 pages. This critique is for the first ten pages of a single manuscript, NOT a section in the 
middle and NOT selections from multiple works. The submission should be treated as if it is a single submission to 
an editor at a publishing house. Be sure the manuscript is grammatically correct and polished to the best of your 
writing ability. If you submit more than 10 pages, those over the limit will be eliminated.
2) Format ALL manuscripts in 12-point Times New Roman.
3) In the upper left corner of your manuscript: NAME, ADDRESS, CITY/STATE, EMAIL ADDRESS AND GENRE 
[YA, MG, PB, CHAPTER BOOK, NF]
4) The name on your manuscript must match the name you registered under even if you write under a pseudonym.
5) For ALL Picture Books (fiction and nonfiction) and Poetry: Submit only the first TEN (10) pages of your manu-
script, or a complete manuscript for a single picture book. No synopsis is needed. Do NOT include Back Matter.
6) For ALL Middle Grade, Young Adult, and Chapter Books (fiction and nonfiction): Submit only the first TEN (10) 
pages, even if it cuts off mid-chapter, plus a ONE-page synopsis. You MUST include the synopsis or we cannot accept 
your submission. 
7) Include a cover letter (no longer than a half page text) addressed to your critiquer. The cover letter and synopsis 
are in addition to the 10 pages.
8) Illustrators submitting a picture book manuscript may NOT include illustrations, but are permitted to bring a 
completed dummy to the in-person critique during the conference. They are encouraged to mention a dummy is 
available for review in the cover letter.

LIMIT: One manuscript. Illustrators can have one manuscript critique in addition to portfolio critique.

Questions about critiques? Contact/email ARA Sarah Campbell, louisianamississippi-ara@scbwi.org



HAMPTON INN & TRANSPORTATION
The block of guest rooms will be held until February 8, 2017. The special rate is for a two-night stay. Guest room 
reservations are to be made by individually calling 504.899.9990 and requesting the Kidlit Writer’s Conference 
group rate at The Hampton Inn – Garden District (coded KID in the reservations computer) and the dates. Reserva-
tions can also be made but clicking the personalized web link below. All reservations must be 
guaranteed with a major credit card and must be made no later than February 8, 2017. Any request received 
after February 8, 2017 will be handled based on availability only. (Two night minimum).

Reserve Room: http://bit.ly/JambaLAyaHotel2017
Group Name: Kidlit Writer’s Conference  |  Group Code: KID
Check-in: March 10, 2017  |  Check-out: March 12, 2017

Hampton Inn New Orleans
St. Charles Ave./Garden District Hotel Address: 3626 St. Charles Ave. New Orleans, LA 70115 
Phone Number: 504.899.9990
King or Double Standard occupancy for rooms: $199 per room, per night  

There is no additional charge for 3rd and 4th persons in a room; however, there is an additional charge per night 
for rollaway beds (limited availability). Rollaway beds are based on availability and cannot be guaranteed.  The 
rates quoted are subject to any city, state, country or federal taxes applicable at the time of room occupancy.  Cur-
rently, the combined sales tax is 15.75% per night, per room plus a $1.00 per night per room occupancy fee.

Check-in & Check-out
Check-in time is at 3 p.m. and check-out time is at 11 a.m.  Every effort will be made to accommodate early arrivals 
and late departures.  However, the Hotel will not guarantee early arrival or late departure. Requests will be handled 
on an individual basis and are based on availability.  

Parking Hampton Inn – Garden District Hotel offers complimentary parking for overnight guests. The hotel is not 
responsible for any theft or damages. Guests park at their own risk.

Individual Cancellation Policy – Each individual will be responsible for the cancellation of their own room at least 
seventy-two (72) hours prior to arrival to avoid penalty (first night’s room plus tax charge applied to guarantee). 

Questions about hotel? Contact/email RA Cheryl Mathis, louisianamississippi-ra@scbwi.org

HAMPTON INN TRANSPORTATION & STREETCAR
There will be a number of SCBWI JambaLAya attendees leaving from the Hampton Inn on the morning of the 
conference, March 11, 2017; however, you may prefer to take an historic ride on the St. Charles Avenue Streetcar 
(less than a five minute ride). Streetcar passes can be purchased prior to arriving in town, and are activated upon 
first use. See link below for RTA map; streetcar travels from Garden District to the French Quarter and beyond. 
Hop on and off as you like.

Streetcar RTA 1-Day pass ($3) 
Streetcar RTA 3-Day passes ($9) 

Purchase Streetcar Pass: 
www.norta.com/Fares-Passes/Overview
or “RTA’s GoMobile App” 

OR Streetcar RTA One Way ($1.25 cash)



Name: __________________________________________________________  Email: _________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________  Phone: _________________________________________

Please specify if you are an: Author: _____ Illustrator: ______ Author/Illustrator: ______

Early Bird Registration Fees (until January 31):
 Early Bird SCBWI Member – $115 $______________
 Early Bird Non-member – $145 $______________
 Early Bird ASH Student – $116 $______________

Registration Fees (Feb. 1 - March 11):
 SCBWI Member – $145 $______________
 Non-member – $175 $______________
 ASH Student – $146 $______________

Speaker Manuscript Critiques - $40 – Limit 1: $______________
 (Please number in the accordance of preference – 1st, 2nd, 3rd choice)
 Cheryl Klein _____ Nina Kooij _____ Catherine Frank _____

Porfolio Critique with Kevin Johnson - $40:  $______________

Seafood Dinner & Social - $35 (Dinner at 6pm; Cash bar at 5:30pm): $______________

Please mail registration form & check payable to: 
SCBWI Louisiana/Mississippi
PO Box 6501, Metairie, LA 70009

Grand Total: $ _____________

CHECKLIST:
q Manuscripts must be emailed and/or postmarked by January 31, 2017. 
After this date, no manuscripts can be accepted and no refunds can be given for critiques. Instructions for 
submitting manuscripts are in the Conference Information packet. 

q Early Bird Registration ends January 31, 2017.

q “First Page” session entries are due by February 15, 2017.

q Diversity Scholarship entries due by January 21, 2017.

q If you pay by check, your online registration will not be final until the check is received. 

q Cancellations: There will be no refunds after February 10, 2017. For any cancellations before that date, a 
$35 administrative fee will be retained.

JAMBALAYA PRINTED REGISTRATION FORM

Hosted by:


